Judges – New Zealand – Biography

Where should I start looking to find information about early New Zealand judges?

Books on New Zealand legal history will help (eg Peter Spiller’s ‘Legal History of New Zealand’, 2d ed, 2001; his book on the Chapman legal family; ‘Portrait of a Profession’, and histories of leading law firms). There is a definitive list of judges to 1958 at page 118 of the 1958 volume of the New Zealand Law Journal. It includes death dates, which would be a useful clue for searching further, for obituaries in the NZLJ or in newspapers. And, for any given name, there may be material in various editions of ‘Who’s Who in NZ’ and, of course, the ‘Dictionary of New Zealand Biography’ – in print or on the Web:  www.dnzb.govt.nz/dnzb/

Judges – forms of address

How do I address a Judge? 

For New Zealand, see ‘Judicial forms of address’ [1993] NZLJ 457-8.

For Australia, see the University of Melbourne’s   Salutations Guide at:

http://www.law.unimelb.edu.au/staff/Style/Salutations%20Guide%20February%2020031.pdf
For UK and Commonwealth judges (and other UK notables) see http://www.dca.gov.uk/dept/titles.htm

Judges – New Zealand – High (Supreme) Court

Is there a complete list of New Zealand High Court judges?

There is a list of Supreme Court (as it then was) judges up to 1969, in the book Portrait of a Profession by Robin Cooke. For subsequent judges, consult the list of the current year's judges published in every bound volume of the New Zealand Law Reports. In modern times, current judges are listed each year in the New Zealand Law Register  (currently named the Law Directory (Brookers)), Butterworths Legal A-Z, and the New Zealand Official Yearbook. 

Lawyers – New Zealand – Obituaries

Are there any quick ways of tracing obituaries of New Zealand lawyers?

1. Probably the easiest method is to use the various cumulative indexes to the New Zealand Law Journal.  There is an index of material on the law in v28(1952), covering v1-28(1928-1952) but a further section, dealing with biographies, obituaries, reports of law conferences, and historical events (such as courthouse openings) was printed at the end of v29 (1953). For the period 1953 to 1961 there are no cumulative indexes, and the Index to New Zealand Legal Writing (which begins its coverage with 1954) does not list obituaries; so the individual annual indexes to the NZLJ would have to be searched. There is a 1962 to 1971 'Cumulative Table of Contents' in the 1971 NZLJ, and somewhat more structured indexes appear in the 1986 volume (for 1972 to 1986) and 1991 (1987 to 1991).


In recent years, fewer obituaries seem to have been published in the legal press, which means that searches of relevant daily newspaper might be more productive. Often there will be an index to local newspapers in your public library. For a wider search, there are a number of newspaper indexes on Kiwinet.

Legislation – New Zealand – Bills - progress

Q. How do I find out when a current Parliamentary bill is likely to have its next reading?  

In general terms, you can find out about the progress of bills from the ‘Progress of bills’ section of the fortnightly Parliamentary Bulletin - or on the Clerk of the House’s web site:
http://publications.clerk.parliament.govt.nz.clients.intergen.net.nz/Attachments/ProgressOfBills.pdf 
The section ‘Bills before Select Committees’ tells you which bills are with a Select Committee and when the committee is due to report back to Parliament – in the Parliamentary Bulletin or at http://publications.clerk.parliament.govt.nz.clients.intergen.net.nz/BillsBeforeSelectCommittees.aspx

The order of business to be debated is in the daily order paper at:
http://publications.clerk.parliament.govt.nz.clients.intergen.net.nz/Att
achments/OrderPaper.pdf
But it is difficult to assess just when a Bill will reach the top of the list and actually be debated.  Also, at the end of each sitting week the Leader of the House releases a business statement, recorded in Hansard, stating which Bills are planned to be debated in the next session.
The ‘Advance Hansard’ on the web is currently quite prompt (significantly in advance of the printed 'pink')  - at http://www.clerk.parliament.govt.nz/hansard/Hansard.aspx  
 
(Acknowledgements to Tony Reed, Parliamentary Information Service, Parliamentary Library)
Legislation - New Zealand – Statutes – local  - history
How would I find out when a local act from the 1800s was repealed? Our statute volumes are only partly annotated and because the act is local it is not included in the 1908 consolidation or historical tables.

Use the first edition of Butterworths Annotations of NZ Statutes (1928-). Vol 2 includes a section on local and private acts.  
Legislation - New Zealand – Statutes – Criminal Code Act 1893

How would I research the background to the Criminal Code Act 1893(NZ)?
There will be some background in older editions of the main textbooks on Criminal Law (eg Adams, and Garrow) but the introductory, historical section  of the Criminal Law chapter in the Laws of New Zealand gives specific references to Hansards, Legislative Council papers and so forth. 

Legislation – New Zealand – Codes

Where would I find the ‘Code of Patients Rights’?

A Google search brings up about many pages but does not lead directly to such a code. One of the sites (from the HDC – Health and Disability Commissioner) talks of such a code (but not in capital letters) and goes on to give details of a ‘Code of Health and Disability Services Consumers’ Rights’ (which turns out to be a schedule of Stat.Reg 1996/78). So this is an example of references in the literature to a ‘common name’ for a document which differs from the actual title of the document.

